!62                                  WILLIAM   II

the kaiser's own body regiment of Hussars of the Guard.
The major is a particular favorite of both the emperor
and the empress, and he takes a very prominent part
in all the musical entertainments at court, almost inva-
riably playing the piano accompaniments for the singing
of Princess Albert of Saxe-Altenburg, and of Prince Max
of Baden, who possesses a rich baritone voice. The ma-
jor is the composer of the popular opera " Haschisch"
and has inherited his musical talents from his mother,
a Hamburger by birth. His father is a dignitary of the
Court of Baden, while his wife, a most charming woman,
was, prior to her marriage, a Fraulein von Puttkamer, a
member, therefore, of the same family as the late Princess
Bismarck.

But although manifesting a preference for Wagner, the
kaiser Is not averse to Mozart, or to the Italian school.
" Der Freischuetz" is one of his favorite operas, and
while he does not care for Falstaff, he is very fond of
" / Medici" and greatly admires Leon Cavallo. He pos-
sesses a very correct ear, and a most pleasing voice, and
many of his evenings are passed in trying new songs, his
wife, who is an excellent pianist, playing the accompani-
ment.

Though quite as passionately fond of music as the Hohen-
zollerns, the Hapsburgs have achieved less distinction
as composers, and even as performers. Indeed, there are
but two scions of the reigning house of Austria, who can be
said to have won any kind of fame as composers, namely,
the missing Archduke John, who was the author of an ex-
ceedingly pretty and catchy ballet that still figures on the
repertoire of the imperial opera, and Archduke Joseph, so
well known by the name of the " Gypsy Archduke/' who
has done more than anyone else in Europe to place on life. Several
